
	

Roy	Kerr	
	
A	 musical	 polymath,	 it	 seems	 as	 if	 every	 one	 of	 Roy	 Kerr’s	 diverse	 musical	
adventures	either	finds	phenomenal	success	or	sets	a	pioneering	path	for	others	to	
follow.	As	one-half	of	production	duo	MyRiot	alongside	Tim	Bran,	Kerr	produced	
London	 Grammar’s	 2013	 debut	 album	 “If	 You	Wait”	 which	 achieved	 both	 huge	
sales	and	widespread	critical	acclaim,	while	great	things	are	expected	of	their	work	
on	 the	hotly	 anticipated	Birdy	album	 ‘Beautiful	 Lies”.	Over	 a	decade	earlier	Kerr	
helped	 to	 ignite	 the	 mash-up	 scene	 as	 The	 Freelance	 Hellraiser,	 while	 another	
production	duo	Kid	Gloves	have	also	worked	with	an	array	of	the	world’s	leading	
artists.	
	
Kerr’s	 breakthrough	 arrived	 in	 2001	when	 his	 cheeky	mash-up	 of	 tracks	 from	The	
Strokes	and	Christina	Aguilera	 resulted	 in	“Stroke	of	Genius,”	a	 track	which	would	
energise	 dancefloors	 the	 world	 over	 and	 inspire	 a	 seemingly	 endless	 run	 of	
producers	to	attempt	to	repeat	his	feat.	He	also	immediately	became	the	go-to	man	
for	an	inspired	remix,	with	Blur,	Pink,	Shakira	and	even	Christina	Aguilera	herself	all	
commissioning	him.	
	
2005	delivered	the	opportunity	of	a	lifetime	when	Sir	Paul	McCartney	invited	Kerr	to	
open	 for	 him	 during	 a	 six-month	world	 tour.	 That	 resulted	 in	 the	 ambitious	 Twin	
Freaks	 project,	 for	which	McCartney	 and	 Kerr	 ambitiously	 reworked	 classics	 from	
The	Beatles	and	Wings	back	catalogue	for	the	dancefloor.	
	
In	2006,	Kerr’s	subsequent	writing	sessions	with	Gary	Lightbody	and	 Iain	Archer	of	
Snow	 Patrol	 resulted	 in	 The	 Freelance	 Hellraiser’s	 debut	 album	 “Waiting	 For	
Clearance”	 which	 was	 released	 on	 Sony	 imprint	 Brightside.	 As	 well	 as	 producing	
material	 for	Lady	Posh	and	Freeform	Five,	Kerr	continued	to	 remix	 for	 the	 likes	of	
The	Klaxons,	Editors,	Bodyrockers	and	The	Darkness.	
	
Sessions	with	Freeform	Five	saw	the	group’s	Anu	Pillai	join	forces	with	Kerr	to	form	
the	writing	and	production	duo	Kid	Gloves	in	2007.	Their	very	first	session	together	
spawned	 their	 first	 hit,	 co-writing	 with	 Ladyhawke	 the	 disco-thumping	 “Paris	 Is	
Burning,”	and	they	went	on	to	write	further	tracks	for	her	debut	album	on	Modular.	
This	was	followed	by	writing	and	recording	the	first	Little	Boots	 releases,	 including	
“Symmetry”	and	“Not	Now.”	
	



By	 2009,	 Kid	 Gloves	 started	 to	 concentrate	 on	 creating	 more	 club-orientated	
material,	which	culminating	in	them	signing	to	A-Trak’s	Fools	Gold	label,	where	they	
released	 the	 tracks	“Brand	New	Dance”	and	“Bare	Knuckle	Ride.”	Their	production	
work	 continued	with	VV	Brown	 and	Primary	 1,	 as	did	 their	 remixes	 for	Santogold	
and	Roisin	Murphy.	
	
2010	 was	 another	 highly	 creative	 year	 for	 Kid	 Gloves.	 The	 song	 “Ghetto	 Baby”	 -	
written	with	 Lana	Del	Rey	 -	 later	 featured	 on	 her	 2012	 album	 “A	Million	 Lights,”	
while	other	notable	sessions	included	work	with	The	Knocks	and	The	Scissor	Sisters.	
	
Despite	 all	 of	 the	 activity	 with	 Kid	 Gloves,	 Kerr	 also	 resurrected	 The	 Freelance	
Hellraiser	 moniker	 in	 2012,	 writing	 and	 producing	 tracks	 for	 Dominique	 Young	
Unique	as	well	as	remixing	for	The	Verve,	Imelda	May	and	Hard-Fi.	
	
In	2012,	Kerr	and	fellow	Big	Life	producer	Tim	Bran	formed	a	production	duo	called	
MyRiot	 to	 work	 on	 tracks	 for	 The	 Scissor	 Sisters’	 “Magic	 Hour”	 album.	 Having	
discovered	 a	 creative	 synergy,	 they	 began	working	with	 other	 artists	 too,	 such	 as	
Columbia’s	Chloe	Howl.	
	
The	 highlight	 of	 collaboration	 to	 date	 came	 in	 2013	 when	 they	 were	 asked	 to	
produce	London	Grammar’s	album	“If	You	Wait.”	One	of	the	best-selling	albums	of	
2013,	it	has	currently	sold	over	1,000,000	copies	and	peaked	at	#2	on	the	UK	album	
chart.	The	band	would	go	on	to	win	an	Ivor	Novello	award	for	the	track	“Strong”	and	
were	also	nominated	for	British	Breakthrough	Act	at	The	BRIT	Awards.	
	
London	Grammar’s	Hannah	Reid	praised	MyRiot’s	contribution	to	the	album:	“Tim	
is	amazing	at	 recording,	of	 finding	 the	best	way	of	 recording	a	guitar	or	my	vocal.	
Roy	 had	 the	 strongest	 relationship	 with	 Dot	 and	 they	 worked	 on	 production	
together.”	
	
2014	 saw	MyRiot	 return	 to	 the	 charts	 across	 Europe	 as	 the	 producers	 of	Marlon	
Roudette’s	second	album	“Electric	Soul”,	featuring	the	monster	world	wide,	million	
selling	hit	“When	The	Beat	Drops	Out”.		
	
MyRiot’s	 reputation	 as	 song	 writers	 was	 enforced	 with	 the	 success	 of	 Halsey’s	
breakthrough	 debut	 album	 “Badlands”	 which	 features	 a	 co	 write	 from	 them	 and	
being	asked	to	co	write	with	5	x	platinum	selling	soul	artist	James	Morrisson	on	his	
latest	release,	where	MyRiot	also	contributed	production	on	four	tracks.	Further	hits	
came	for	them	in	their	production	of	the	Foxes	single	‘Better	Love”	and	the	recent	
Irish	Number	1	album	from	Walking	On	Cars	that	the	pair	produced	in	2015.	
	
MyRiot	 also	 worked	 hard	 developing	 some	 of	 the	 more	 unique	 British	 talent,	
producing	the	first	few	EPs	from	Ministry	of	Sounds’	Rhodes	and	co	producing	and	
mixing	singles	for	the	sublime	Seafret.		
	
Next	on	the	horizon	is	the	release	of	Birdy’s	third	album	“Beautiful	Lies”	which	looks	
set	 to	be	her	biggest	 to	date	when	 it’s	 released	 in	March	 -	MyRiot	have	produced	



nine	of	the	album’s	tracks.	Outside	of	MyRiot,	Kerr	is	also	hard	at	work	on	the	debut	
album	from	Sunday	Best	signing	Alice	Jemima.	
	
Roy	 Kerr’s	 story	 to	 date	 has	 blended	 commercial	 success	with	musical	 innovation.	
Wherever	the	next	chapter	takes	him,	it’s	sure	to	be	a	fascinating	experience.	
		


